
After careful consideration,
Naval Air Station Jacksonville  
(NAS JAX) leadership has decided  
to cancel the 2021 NAS JAX Air 
Show, April 10-11.

Department of Defense 
Health Protection Conditions, as 
well as guidelines imposed by 
the Centers for Disease Control, 
and local civilian authorities, 
currently prevent execution of 
the air show. 

The Blue Angels are 
expected to be back in 
Jacksonville in October, 2022.

2020
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of us caught up on our TV watching, 
punctuated by election campaign news 
that often turned caustic. We started new 
hobbies, revived old ones, read, cooked 
more at home, and waited.

HITRON – October brought the 
opportunity to gather again, with masks 
and spaced seating to mitigate the risk of 
spreading the Coronavirus. Commander 
Daniel Broadhurst, Executive Officer 
of the US Coast Guard Helicopter 
Interdiction and Tactical Squadron 
(HITRON) joined us at the Holiday Inn 
Orange Park (a Community Affiliate) to 
describe how they use armed helicopters 
to chase down drug smuggling boats, 
shoot out their engines, and capture 
bad guys and their contraband drugs 
before they can reach our shores. Over 
50 members and guests attended with no 
incident of Covid-19 infections.

Parade – In celebration of Veterans 
Day the Jax Council decorated a float 
and marched in the Jacksonville 
Veterans Day parade. The route began 
at the Prime Osborn Center, down 
Water Street to Laura, and returned 
to the Prime Osborn on Adams Street. 
A surprising number of patriotic 
Jacksonville residents lined the streets to 
cheer as each float passed. All members 
and their guests are welcome to march 
with us in 2021. 

WWII Luncheon – Holiday Inn 
Orange Park hosted our annual WWII 

luncheon, held each year during the first 
week of December to commemorate the 
beginning of WWII and honor those who 
served. Our interesting and informative 
speaker was Gayle Ballard, Director 
of Interpretive Division, St Augustine 
Lighthouse and Maritime Museum. She 
told us about “Operation Drumbeat”, 
the German Navy submarine campaign 
to sink Allied ships in the Atlantic, and 
the role of the lighthouse and museum 
in preserving the history of First Coast 
maritime activities. Over 50 members 
and guests also attended this event with 
no incident of Covid-19 infections.

There were a lot of things we did  
not get to do, that we normally do  
every year. 

• Meet with our Congressional 
Representative and have him speak at a 
luncheon or dinner

• Host picnics and award ceremonies 
for our adopted units

• Hands-on tours of ships and 
military units

• Hold fundraising events
• Present awards at NJROTC units and 

Sea Cadets events
So, despite the things we could not do 

last year, 2020 wasn’t a bad year after 
all. We are still restricted from touring 
military installations and ships, and 
that will continue well into 2021, but we 
are being creative and have some very 
interesting events planned, beginning 
with Admiral Mark Fitzgerald on March 
25th to tell us about his experiences 
as commander of naval air operations 
during Desert Storm. 

2021 Calendar
 For additional information and to 
register for the following activities, 
visit www.navyleaguejax.org/events.

March 9, Board Meeting, Holiday Inn 
Orange Park, 7:30 a.m.

March 25, Desert Storm Anniversary 
Luncheon, Holiday Inn Orange Park, 
11:30 a.m.

April 13, Board Meeting, Holiday Inn 
Orange Park, 7:30 a.m.

April TBD, Hands On Tour, 
St. Augustine Lighthouse and  
Maritime Museum
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Admiral Mark “Lobster” Fitzgerald 
had a front row seat to the opening 

hours of Desert Storm, 30 years ago. He 
was the flight lead of a group of A-7E 
Corsair II light attack jets, flying from the 
deck of USS John F. Kennedy, on the first 
Navy strikes on Baghdad. The Jax Council 
will recognize the 30th anniversary of 
Desert Storm at a luncheon on March 25 
at the Holiday Inn Orange Park, where 
ADM Fitzgerald will be guest speaker.

On the night of January 17, 1991, ADM 
Fitzgerald was the commanding officer of 
the VA-46 “Clansmen” based at NAS Cecil 
Field. He and his squadron deployed with 
four days notice in response to Saddam 
Hussein’s invasion of Kuwait. 

Admiral Mark Fitzgerald was born 
in Winchester, Mass., and graduated 
with a Bachelor of Science in Electrical 
Engineering from Northeastern 
University, Boston in June 1973. He 
was commissioned in 1973 and retired 
from active duty in December 2010. 
He currently consults with numerous 
defense, commercial maritime and 
aviation companies and national Think 
Tanks. He is Chairman (Emeritus) of the 
Naval Aviation Museum Foundation, 
Chairman of the Association of Naval 
Aviation, and was appointed by Governor 
Scott as a member of the Florida 
Defense Support Task Force. He holds a 
Master’s degree in Aeronautical Systems 
Engineering from the University of West 
Florida and is a graduate of the Naval 
War College, Newport, R.I. 

From November 2007 to October 
2010, he was Commander, Allied Joint 

Force Command Naples. Fitzgerald with 
operational responsibility for NATO 
missions in the Balkans, Iraq and the 
Mediterranean, and Commander, U.S. 
Naval Forces Europe/Africa, responsible 
for providing overall 
command, operational 
control, and coordination 
of U.S. Naval forces in 
the European and African 
Command.

Selected for flag rank 
in September 1998, he 
was deputy commander, 
U.S. Naval Forces Central 
Command, commanded 
Joint Task Force 
Determined Response in 
Aden, Yemen (2000) and 
Carrier Group 8 / Theodore 
Roosevelt Battle Group 
during Operation Enduring Freedom 
(2001-2002). He served as Director, Air 
Warfare (N78), Director, Naval Warfare 
(N7) (2003-2004), and Commander, 
2nd Fleet/Director, Combined Joint 
Operations from 
the Sea Center 
of Excellence 
(2004-2006). 
In December 
2006 he was the 
Director, Navy 
Staff in the Pentagon. 

Fitzgerald flew the A-7E Corsair II  
during numerous sea tours and 
commanded VA-46 (1990-1991) aboard 
USS John F. Kennedy (CV 67) leading 
the first Navy strike on Baghdad during 

the opening hour of Operation Desert 
Storm. He assumed command of Carrier 
Air Wing 14 (1994-95) while deployed  
to the Persian Gulf aboard USS Carl 
Vinson (CVN 70) supporting Operation 

Southern Watch. 
During his career, 

Fitzgerald was assigned 
as deputy commander, 
Joint Air Force Component 
Commander for Provide 
Promise Yugoslav 
Operations and assistant 
commander for Deny 
Flight NATO operations 
(1993) and executive 
assistant to the Supreme 
Allied Commander, 
Europe (1996-98). 

Fitzgerald’s awards 
include the Defense 

Distinguished Service Medal, Navy 
Distinguished Service Medal (3 awards), 
Defense Superior Service Medal, Legion 
of Merit (4 awards), Distinguished 
Flying Cross with Combat V (2 awards), 

Bronze Star (2 
Awards), Defense 
Meritorious 
Service Medal 
(2 awards), Air 
Medals, and 
numerous 

individual, Campaign and Unit awards  
as well as numerous foreign awards.  
He has logged over 4,700 flight hours 
and has over 1,100 carrier arrested 
landings from the decks of 14 aircraft 
carriers. 

Admiral Mark Fitzgerald 

ADM Mark “Lobster” Fitzgerald  
had a front row seat to the  

opening hours of Desert Storm.

ADM Fitzgerald Remembers:  
“Operation Desert Storm” at 30
Luncheon | 11:30 a.m. | March 25, 2021 
Holiday Inn & Suites, 620 Wells Rd., Orange Park | $20
RSVP & Pay at: http://www.navyleaguejax.org/upcoming-events

Introducing the new Navy League 
of the United States Facebook 
Group! We’ve created an online 
community where our members 
from around the globe can connect 
and share with each other the many 
ways they support the sea services. 
Just follow this link to sign-up and 
join: https://www.facebook.com/
groups/754492162035273.

Members can also search “Navy 
League of the United States” in the 
Facebook search bar and find the 
group that way.

The group is public so anyone can 
find it, but admission is private, so 
members will need to request to join 
the group. To request access, you 
must provide your name, member 
ID number and like the Navy League 
Facebook page. Any request received 
with incomplete answers will be 
declined.

If you have any questions, contact 
membership@navy league.org.

 
From the national Navy League 
newsletter.

Join the New  
Navy League Facebook Group



U.S. Sea Cadets. Secondly, we 
PROMOTE the importance 
of sea power. Across the U.S 
and overseas, Navy League 
Councils are a powerful voice 
to educate our public on the 
importance of sea power to 
our nation’s security. The final 
pillar is PARTICIPATE. Pillars 
1 & 2 are not doable without 
the dedicated volunteerism 

of our Board of Directors and active 
participation of our members. 

As this new year begins, we look 
forward to practicing our 3 Ps as we 
continue our important work in 2021. 
Some programs remain temporarily 
suspended due to the ongoing pandemic, 
but we look forward to the end of 
COVID-19 and to resuming Council 
programs as soon as restrictions allow. I 
encourage members to keep a lookout 
for future events to be announced by 
e-mail and on the council website, 
www.navyleaguejax.org. 

Best regards,
Brad

Salute to Veterans Dinner, 
and command adoption of 
the USS Jacksonville (SSN-
699) and the USN’s unique 
Unmanned Patrol Squadron 
19; throughout his term, Bill 
provided purpose, direction 
and motivation, for which 
this Council is a better 
organization. Furthermore, he 
has been the “steady hand at 
the helm” during a COVID-19 pandemic 
filled with heightened uncertainty and 
endless “what ifs” about what tomorrow 
will bring for our members and mission 
of the Navy League. 

Moving forward, I am very honored 
to have been elected your president, 
and look forward to accomplishing our 
Navy League mission, which I describe 
as (3) pillars, or as I more simply call our 
THREE Ps…PROVIDE, PROMOTE, and 
PARTICIPATE. First and foremost, we will 
continue to PROVIDE support to the men 
and women of our sea services — USN, 
USMC, USCG, and U.S.-flag Merchant 
Marine, and our youth programs — 

by Brad Smith, PRESIDENT
At our Annual Dinner in January, 

Jacksonville Council ushered in a 
new slate of officers and directors 
to manage and control our council’s 
affairs for 2021. Many on the board are 
incumbents and we are also pleased to 
swear in (2) new key council officers —  
Treasurer, Richard Sinclair, and 
Secretary, Barbara Stevenson. Also,  
we thanked COL Bill Cousins, USA (Ret) 
for his hard work as President over 
the past 2 years. With skilled Army 
leadership, Bill guided our Council 
Board and members to accomplish 
our important mission. From “Hands-
On” visits with Boeing F/A18 Upgrade 
Facility & the Customs Border Protection 
Aviation Unit, ship visits aboard 
Brazilian Tall Ship Cisne Branco & the 
USS Wichita (LCS-13), a professional visit 
to Marine Corp Blount Island Command 
and the Navy’s largest training 
squadron, Patrol Squadron THIRTY 
(VP-30) at NAS Jacksonville…to serving 
Thanksgiving to officers/sailors of VP-30, 
honoring POW/MIAs at our biannual 

Annual Meeting Ushers in New Leadership

include cocktails and appetizers at local 
restaurants featuring prominent military 
or civilian speakers to keep our members 
informed. Members are encouraged to 
bring guests who are introduced, and our 
president gives the “Why I Should Join 
Navy League” speech before introducing 
the speaker. We had a trip planned to 
tour a nuclear submarine in Kings Bay, 
Georgia, and LCS ship at NAS Mayport, 
and the Naval Aviation Museum in 
Pensacola, FL. Those activities require 
social gathering in close quarters for 
large groups of people. Unfortunately, in 
March 2020 all of those were cancelled.

Long hot summer — The pandemic 
arrived, bringing with it masks, social 
distancing, and the shutting down 
of public gathering places including 
restaurants, theaters, schools, and 
even churches. New federal, state, and 
local laws were passed limiting the way 
we conduct our lives. We cancelled a 
planned tour of a nuclear submarine 
at Kings Bay, GA and hunkered down at 
home to wait out the virus. It was a long 
and uneventful summer where many 

briefing on the aircraft capabilities was 
followed by a visit to the shooting range 
where the Warthogs approached low and 
slow, fired their guns, and were gone 
before we even saw them.

Maple Leaf — On March 5th Dr Keith 
Holland told us about his excavation 
of the Union ship Maple Leaf that was 
sunk by a Confederate mine in the St 
Johns River off Mandarin Point near 
Jacksonville in April 1861. The ship was 
a freighter laden with the camp gear of 
a Union Army regiment that had been 
near Palatka, Florida and was on its way 
to southern Georgia. Dr Holland and his 
team found the shipwreck under 15 feet 
of river mud and recovered over 6,000 
artifacts, mostly personal items of Union 
soldiers that tell a story of life during the 
Civil War.

Big plans for 2020 — Jacksonville 
Council had big plans for activities 
that are interesting and informative to 
our members and effective recruiting 
tools for new members. Our usual 
schedule each year includes hands-on 
tours of Navy units and ships. We also 
have four or five informal mixers that 

In spite of all the bad press about 
2020, it was still a pretty good year for 

Jacksonville Council. We began in January 
with our annual meeting and installation 
of officers, presided over by Rear Admiral 
Gary Mayes as our guest speaker. A 
splendid color guard was provided by the 
FDR Squadron of Sea Cadets and our new 
board of officers was sworn in to serve. 
Fresh ideas and new energy! 

VP-30 — February began with a visit 
to NAS Jacksonville and Patrol Squadron 
Thirty (VP-30), the Navy’s largest 
maritime patrol and reconnaissance 
squadron. It included a tour onboard 
a P-8 aircraft and a presentation of air 
operations by squadron officers. The 
P-8 is based on the Boeing 737 and has 
replaced the propeller driven P-3 patrol 
aircraft.

A-10 — Another highlight in 
February was a visit to Moody Air Force 
base in Valdosta, Georgia for a firepower 
demonstration of the A-10 “Warthog”, the 
US Air Force’s flying tank killer. We were 
hosted by the 76th Fighter Squadron 
and joined by outstanding young people 
from the FDR Squadron of Sea Cadets. A 

2020: A Challenging but Productive Year

(Continued on page 3)

Members of the Jacksonville Council gathered on January 21 at the Florida Yacht 
Club for the annual meeting and dinner, along with installation of officers and 

the board for 2021. Presiding over the installation was Lynn Atkinson, Navy League 
regional president, who administered the oath of service. Leadership of the Jax 
Council was passed from Bill Cousins, who had served as president for two years, to 
Brad Smith.

VADM Mary Jackson, USN, Ret. was the guest speaker. VADM Jackson was most 
recently Commander, Naval Installations and spoke about her journey in the Navy, 
starting at the US Naval Academy, and her eventual decision to retire in Jacksonville. 

President Brad Smith presented outgoing President Bill Cousins with a fine 
clock, and thanked him for his leadership, especially during the challenges of the 
pandemic. As is tradition, the Sea Cadets provided the color guard for the opening 
ceremony.

Holding the meeting and dinner in person presented challenges, but by working 
with the Florida Yacht Club and limiting attendance, the 

Jacksonville Council planners were able to meet  
       CDC protocols and have a successful event.

President Smith presents the Navy League 
clock to now-Past President Bill Cousins.

In preparation for the swearing-in ceremony, Jacksonville Council board members and officers gather around Navy League Florida 
Regional President Lynn Atkinson.

Annual meeting officials, from left, 
Incoming President Brad Smith, Navy 

League Florida Regional President Lynn 
Atkinson,  VADM Mary Jackson, USN, Ret., 

Outgoing President Bill Cousins.
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told us about “Operation Drumbeat”, 
the German Navy submarine campaign 
to sink Allied ships in the Atlantic, and 
the role of the lighthouse and museum 
in preserving the history of First Coast 
maritime activities. Over 50 members 
and guests also attended this event with 
no incident of Covid-19 infections.

There were a lot of things we did  
not get to do, that we normally do  
every year. 

• Meet with our Congressional 
Representative and have him speak at a 
luncheon or dinner

• Host picnics and award ceremonies 
for our adopted units

• Hands-on tours of ships and 
military units
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• Present awards at NJROTC units and 
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So, despite the things we could not do 

last year, 2020 wasn’t a bad year after 
all. We are still restricted from touring 
military installations and ships, and 
that will continue well into 2021, but we 
are being creative and have some very 
interesting events planned, beginning 
with Admiral Mark Fitzgerald on March 
25th to tell us about his experiences 
as commander of naval air operations 
during Desert Storm. 
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 For additional information and to 
register for the following activities, 
visit www.navyleaguejax.org/events.
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Admiral Mark “Lobster” Fitzgerald 
had a front row seat to the opening 
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was the flight lead of a group of A-7E 
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with a Bachelor of Science in Electrical 
Engineering from Northeastern 
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aviation companies and national Think 
Tanks. He is Chairman (Emeritus) of the 
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Chairman of the Association of Naval 
Aviation, and was appointed by Governor 
Scott as a member of the Florida 
Defense Support Task Force. He holds a 
Master’s degree in Aeronautical Systems 
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Florida and is a graduate of the Naval 
War College, Newport, R.I. 

From November 2007 to October 
2010, he was Commander, Allied Joint 

Force Command Naples. Fitzgerald with 
operational responsibility for NATO 
missions in the Balkans, Iraq and the 
Mediterranean, and Commander, U.S. 
Naval Forces Europe/Africa, responsible 
for providing overall 
command, operational 
control, and coordination 
of U.S. Naval forces in 
the European and African 
Command.

Selected for flag rank 
in September 1998, he 
was deputy commander, 
U.S. Naval Forces Central 
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Joint Task Force 
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during Operation Enduring Freedom 
(2001-2002). He served as Director, Air 
Warfare (N78), Director, Naval Warfare 
(N7) (2003-2004), and Commander, 
2nd Fleet/Director, Combined Joint 
Operations from 
the Sea Center 
of Excellence 
(2004-2006). 
In December 
2006 he was the 
Director, Navy 
Staff in the Pentagon. 

Fitzgerald flew the A-7E Corsair II  
during numerous sea tours and 
commanded VA-46 (1990-1991) aboard 
USS John F. Kennedy (CV 67) leading 
the first Navy strike on Baghdad during 

the opening hour of Operation Desert 
Storm. He assumed command of Carrier 
Air Wing 14 (1994-95) while deployed  
to the Persian Gulf aboard USS Carl 
Vinson (CVN 70) supporting Operation 

Southern Watch. 
During his career, 

Fitzgerald was assigned 
as deputy commander, 
Joint Air Force Component 
Commander for Provide 
Promise Yugoslav 
Operations and assistant 
commander for Deny 
Flight NATO operations 
(1993) and executive 
assistant to the Supreme 
Allied Commander, 
Europe (1996-98). 

Fitzgerald’s awards 
include the Defense 

Distinguished Service Medal, Navy 
Distinguished Service Medal (3 awards), 
Defense Superior Service Medal, Legion 
of Merit (4 awards), Distinguished 
Flying Cross with Combat V (2 awards), 

Bronze Star (2 
Awards), Defense 
Meritorious 
Service Medal 
(2 awards), Air 
Medals, and 
numerous 

individual, Campaign and Unit awards  
as well as numerous foreign awards.  
He has logged over 4,700 flight hours 
and has over 1,100 carrier arrested 
landings from the decks of 14 aircraft 
carriers. 

Admiral Mark Fitzgerald 

ADM Mark “Lobster” Fitzgerald  
had a front row seat to the  

opening hours of Desert Storm.

ADM Fitzgerald Remembers:  
“Operation Desert Storm” at 30
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Introducing the new Navy League 
of the United States Facebook 
Group! We’ve created an online 
community where our members 
from around the globe can connect 
and share with each other the many 
ways they support the sea services. 
Just follow this link to sign-up and 
join: https://www.facebook.com/
groups/754492162035273.

Members can also search “Navy 
League of the United States” in the 
Facebook search bar and find the 
group that way.

The group is public so anyone can 
find it, but admission is private, so 
members will need to request to join 
the group. To request access, you 
must provide your name, member 
ID number and like the Navy League 
Facebook page. Any request received 
with incomplete answers will be 
declined.

If you have any questions, contact 
membership@navy league.org.

 
From the national Navy League 
newsletter.

Join the New  
Navy League Facebook Group


